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Contact: Laurie Ashley, UM Wilderness Institute, (406) 243-6936, laurie.ashley@cfc.umt.edu, 
or Smoke Elser, Wilderness Consulting Group, (406) 549-2820, telser2820@aol.com.
UM OFFERS WILDERNESS OUTFITTING, PACKING COURSE
MISSOULA—
An eight-week spring semester course at The University of Montana offers hands-on 
instruction working with packing equipment, horses and mules.
Smoke Elser of Wilderness Consulting Group will teach the course, which will be held at 
his bam located not far from the University in the Missoula Rattlesnake area.
Classes will be held once a week for three hours and run from the end of January through 
the second week of March. No prior experience is necessary. The fee for the course is $150.
Students have a choice of class days and times: from 2 to 5 p.m. or from 7 to 10 p.m. 
Sundays; and from 7 to 10 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays or Thursdays. Classes are limited to 10-12 
students per session. One college credit for the course is available through UM Continuing 
Education.
Course topics include general horse handling, packing, and minimum impact horse use 
and camping techniques.
Students will receive an introduction to safe handling of horses and mules, main injury 
points, riding equipment, picketing, hobbling, emergency shoeing, and basic backcountry horse
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care. They also will learn to pack, cargo, load, string stock and travel with light-on-the-land 
techniques.
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